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W H I T E  W I N E S

Jim Barry Wines Watervale Riesling, Clare Valley, 2016
[94 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
One of the first out of the blocks for ’16. Jim Barry’s Rieslings have 
exceptionally low pH, starting as low as 2.86, and as high as 7.3 g/l. 
This is a vibrantly alive wine, with vivid lime and mineral flavours on 
the long palate. Please yourself whether you drink it now or 10 years 
hence. Value ++. August 2017

Jim Barry Wines The Lodge Hill Riesling,  
Clare Valley, 2016

[94 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
It has a floral prettiness and plenty of limey flavour, and a minerally, 
sherbet-like sizzle to the finish is the perfect icing to a delicious cake. 
October 2016

[91] Wine Spectator — Top 100 of 2017 — 
A taut and linear white, with a lip-smacking blend of peach, lime and 
green apple flavors, finishing on a refreshing note. Drink now. April 2017

[91] Wine Enthusiast
This starts off with scents of melon and wet stone. A sense of plumpness  
unfolds on the attack, then accelerates across the palate in a burst of 
bright, citrusy acids. A tactile, silky edge to the finish adds length and 
complexity. February 2017 

Jim Barry Wines Assyrtiko, Clare Valley, 2016
[93 Silver] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Quartz-white; has considerable drive, length and intensity, with a 
mix of lemon zest, lemon drop and sea shell flavours. As crisp and 
vibrant as they come. August 2017

Jim Barry Wines The Florita Riesling, Clare Valley, 2016
[95 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
There’s so much zest appeal in this plus all the purity and class a 
Riesling with provenance can muster. Complex with a heady aroma 
of white florals, aniseed and fenugreek, lemon barley water, pith-like 
texture, superfine acidity so it’s racy, long and oh-so-pure. August 2017

LoosenBarry Walhalla Riesling 2016
[96] Stuart Pigott (JamesSuckling.com)  
         — [#68] Top 100 Wines of Germany 2020 —
Erdener Trappchen fruit, made in stainless steel and fermented to 
dryness with selected yeast, à la classic Australian-riesling winemaking.  
This is then rested in stainless steel on fine lees for two years. It has 
a very fresh, apple, lime and lemon-pastry nose and a smooth-honed 
palate with pastry-like notes and a long, fresh-apple and lime-sherbet  
finish. Blazingly good riesling collaboration! Drink or hold.  
November 2020
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R E D  W I N E S

Jim Barry Wines The Barry Bros. Red Blend,  
Clare Valley, 2016

[87] Wine Enthusiast 
This full-bodied blend of Shiraz, Cabernet Sauvignon and Malbec 
is inky in color and a little quiet on the nose. Some swirling in glass 
reveals dense blackberry, cassis and plum fruit backed by earthy spicy 
tones and a lick of vanillin oak. On the palate, the fruit feels almost 
confected but is saved by a lifted acidity and savory sandpaper- 
textured tannins. This crowd pleaser is for big Aussie red lovers.  
December 2019

Matthew Jukes  
 — 100 Best Australian Wines 2019/20 Report — 
The 2016 The Barry Brothers Shiraz/ Cabernet is another great val-
ue wine and this time it is a Silver medal winner from my The Great 
Australian Red competition which I held last year in Adelaide. The 
Brothers are Sam and Tom, grandsons of Jim Barry himself and their 
idea behind this wine is to try to take the TGAR recipe of combining 
Shiraz and Cabernet to the masses, at a very high level of winemak-
ing but at a much more affordable price. They have squarely achieved 
this aim! 2020 Issue

Jim Barry Wines The Cover Drive,  
Cabernet Sauvignon, 2016

[90] Wine Enthusiast — Best Buy —
This wine offers a lot of quality at an affordable price. Lovers of classic  
big reds will dig the ripe plum, berry, cola, vanilla and earthy, herbal 
aromas. The tannins are tightly wound and drying but are balanced 
by silky red fruit with herbal nuances. There’s power here, but also 
balance and restraint. Drink now with protein and until 2029.  
August 2019

[88 Bronze] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
A consistent, mid-to full weighted cabernet clad with currant, dried 
sage and black olive, soused with the Clare currency of after dinner 
mint. A solid drink, as always. August 2018

[87] WineSpeed.com Karen MacNeil
It’s next to impossible to find a cabernet sauvignon for $15 that actually 
tastes like really good cabernet sauvignon. But here’s that wine, made 
with Jim Barry expertise. February 22,2019

The Nittany Epicurean By Michael Chelus
The wine showed a dark ruby color. Blackberry, raspberry preserves, 
dried sage, vanilla, white pepper and oak could all be found on the nose. 
Cherry cola, raspberry preserves, blackberry, vanilla, licorice, oak and 
dried sage followed on a palate that led with potent cola, but ended 
on a light, herbal note. The wine was full-bodied and exhibited good 
length along with moderate tannins. This wine would pair very well 
with grilled lamb chops. May 8, 2020
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Jim Barry Wines Lodge Hill Shiraz, Clare Valley, 2016
[96 Gold Medal] 2018 Royal Melbourne Wine Awards

[96 Gold Medal] 2018 Perth Royal Wine Awards

[Gold Medal] 2018 New Zealand International Wine Show

[Gold Medal] 2019 Royal Queensland Wine Show

[93] JamesSuckling.com
Bold blackberries and plums framed in gently earthy notes and  
fragrance. The palate delivers a smooth, elegant and supple feel, where  
red plums meet mulberries in a fresh and neatly groomed mode. This 
has immediate appeal and medium-term aging potential. May 2018

[90] Wine Spectator
Detailed, with an appealing precision to the mineral-laced plum, black  
cherry and date flavors. Spice and black tea notes linger on the finish. 
The tannins are dense but polished. Drink now through 2035. April 2019

[89 Bronze] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
Estate-grown, the different blocks vinified separately, matured for 15 
months in 3-4yo barrels. Full-bodied, but not extractive. Very smart 
new label. August 2019

[88] Wine Enthusiast
A sturdy wine showcasing Clare Valley’s comparatively cool climes in  
the form of raspberry, cola, chocolate, and spicy, peppery oak characters.  
A lifted line of acidity makes the fruit feel juicy but there’s simultane-
ously something heavy about the oak and tannin profile, like a thick 
blanket over the tongue, that weighs the wine down. Overall, a solid 
if not overly characterful wintery red. August 2019

Matthew Jukes  
 — 100 Best Australian Wines 2019/20 Report — 
The 2016 The Lodge Hill Shiraz is, as I have been saying for many, 
many years, one of Australia’s finest vinous exports. This single 
vineyard, lush, densely packed Shiraz is not only made by one of the 
greatest wineries in Australia. A must buy for anyone remotely inter-
ested in drinking serious quality, every-day wine. 2020 Issue
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Jim Barry Wines The McRae Wood Shiraz,  
Clare Valley, 2016

[96 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
This is no pushover in the company of The Armagh, and it’s a whole 
lot easier to enjoy, even though the day for each is long off. Here the 
fruits are rounder, the tannins following suit — even touches of red/
purple fruits here. Once again, a wine to be respected. And enjoyed. 
August 2019

[94] JamesSuckling.com
There’s a vibrant red-fruit core and this has such impressive depth 
and structure with a vibrant, lightly spicy plum palate, as well as dark 
berries. Fluid palate with a rich and assertive core of raspberries and 
red plums. Full body. May 2019

Jim Barry Wines The Benbournie  
Cabernet Sauvignon, Clare Valley, 2016

[95 Gold] Wine Companion - James Halliday 
From separate blocks on the Armagh Vineyard planted in ’64, 10 days  
on skins, 50% with an additional 2 weeks post-ferment maceration. 
Elegant wine with tannins and other extract at a low level. Varietal 
fruit is clear as a day, 13.5% alcohol the key. August 2020

[93] Wine Enthusiast — Cellar Selection —
Even with several years of bottle age, this is still a baby. Aromas of ripe  
plum and berry fruit, cracked pepper, tobacco and dried mint make 
way for muscular, talc-like tannins. Despite the heft, it’s balanced 
with length and bright acidity, which makes for juicy fruit. Drink 
from 2023-2032. March 2022

[89] Wine Spectator 
Bright and juicy, with a mix of red and black fruit flavors that come 
across as fresh, showing notes of black tea, five spice powder and 
rosemary. The tannins firm on the finish, with a thread of cedar that 
lingers. Drink now through 2030. Web Only 2020
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Jim Barry Wines The Armagh Shiraz, Clare Valley, 2016
[99] Decanter 
This is a brilliant wine that makes you sit up and pay attention. 
Concentrated and mouthwatering with spicy liquorice root and black 
cherries. Needs a couple more years to fully open but already it packs 
a punch without being overpowering, and it achieves the feat of great 
wines where you simply know how good they are by how your palate 
responds to the effortless balance of tannin, juice and brambled fruit. 
Long ageing potential also. 3.5pH, 70% French oak, 30% American oak.  
From sandy gravel soils with full sun exposure meaning natural low 
yields of around 30hl/ha.Drinking Window 2022 - 2040. August 2020

[99] JamesSuckling.com 
Wow. This is a bold, brassy shiraz that carries a wealth of very intense 
aromas of ripe blackberries, dark plums, licorice and sweetly spiced 
earth. Still so very youthful and primary. The palate is so powerful, so 
mouth-filling and so, so juicy. This manages to deliver such intensity 
and composure. Supple, long and deep-set tannins and heroically 
expressive fruit. Really impressive now, but this will deliver much 
more over the next two decades. One of the finest releases to date. 
January 2021

[97] Wine Advocate  
My pick of the recently bottled vintages, the 2016 The Armagh Shiraz  
shows a bit more obvious oak (simply because of its youth) but also a  
wonderful taut tension between ripeness and acidity. The fruit here is a  
bit redder in profile, leaning more toward raspberries than blackberries,  
while still being fully ripe. Full-bodied and supple, it finishes cedary, 
intense and long, adding in complex, lingering spice notes. February 2020

Jim Barry Wines Single Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon,  
Eastern Ranges, Clare Valley, 2016

[92] Wine Enthusiast 
Made in small batches from old vines on the Barry family’s Lodge Hill  
property, this is a full-figured, richly fruited wine that, despite some 
bottle age, is still youthful. Plump plum, currants, bay leaf, eucalyptus, 
cigar box and licorice characters are cinched with hefty, chalk-textured  
tannins.  There’s concentration, acidity and length, but this needs a 
decant and a slab or protein if drinking now. March 2022

[90] Wine Spectator 
This rich and creamy red is aromatic, with touches of toffee and 
espresso to the spiced plum compote, star anise and blueberry notes, 
plus a touch of mint, on a thick velvety frame. Drink now through 
2030. November 2020
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